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Francesca Lefante, Esquire, Lynn Kapitan, Elizabeth Burns
Fannington Probate Court, One Monteith Drive, Farmington, CT 06032

QOver the past few years a loi has been said about the Probate Court system. It’s been
called antiquated and out of touch. It's been referred to as a national disgrace and
predatory in the pages of our local newspapers. What all of this hyperbole fails to address
is the cveryday lifc in a probate court. :

What is missing from the current debaie is the human clement inherent in the structure of
the probate court, A live person answers the phone. We work with the public in person.
Hearings are scheduled within promptly. Decisions are rendered without exccssive waits.
And our judge travels to a nursing home, a hospital, or to 2 person’s home. Few will
argue that some degree of change is coming. The change is inevitable given the difficult
financial times facing the state as well as the changing nature of probate court matters.
However, when deciding what shape this change will take, the human element must be
retained and the best of the system mwust be preserved.

As the staff at the Farmington Probate Cowtt, we have seen the best and worst in people.
It should go without saying, that when a person appears at a probate coust — it is rarely for
a positive event in life. Someone has died. Or a person 15 suddenly unable to care for
him or herself, Or a child has been left on a grandparent’s doorstep. Pcoplc come to our
court because they are driven there by need. No one wants to be here. Our success
stories rarely have picture perfect endings. But through creative usc of local resources a
person is able to remain at home and live independently or a child is removed from a
dangerous situation or families are re-united after facing illness.



Thank-you! Thank-you! Thank-youil!

Dear Tvelyny

I just wanted to-send yow owv update ow ow family, and
tuke the time to- thank~you from the bottom of my heart.
Due to-the decisions yow made back in July of 2007, I've
had the opportunity to-dance with my dad for the first
time in my lifel My dad had the pleasure of dancing with
his youngest granddoughter at her weddingd He
celebrated Chwistmos, Easter and mowy bivthdayy with usl
He went to-2 Orioles gamesd He also- made several tripy to-
Virginiod

Most likely, wuy dadzwoulabhawedaeobmryw had, not yow
and several othery gottew ivwolved and allowed, hiwv to-
come to-Maryland to-live with wmy fomily and me: I o
deeply indebted to-ALL of youl

Thisz has not been an easy endeavor, but it HAS beerv SO
worth it! The memories I now cherish ave ones I may
NEVER have gotten the opportunity to-experience: I just
wanted to-take the time to-be suwe youw know the effect of
the decisiony yow made back then, and to-encouwrage yow
to- contirue on n your wovk for better, stronger fomilies.
Thanks againd Feel free to- shave theses picturey and letter
w»ﬂvwlwnmeryowdwo-ae/' May God/cova’mue/to-bl%yyow
and.yoursd .

Sincerely, _
Lisaw Lowe- 4424 Ww\,\,ncj\'m Ok '. October 1,2008
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